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MISSION  STATEMENT 

The Corbett Foundation consists 

of a group of dedicated men and 

women who are committed to the 

conservation of wildlife and nature, 

and fulfilling the ambition that 

human beings and nature must 

live together in harmony. 



The Corbett Foundation – Annual Report 2012-2013 Page 3 

 

OUR ORGANIZATION 
 
 
Mr. Dilip D. Khatau founded The Corbett Foundation, a non-profit non-governmental 
organisation, in 1994. The Corbett Foundation (TCF) is fully dedicated to the cause of wildlife 
conservation, environmental awareness, community outreach, tribal welfare, vocational 
training and sustainable development. From a small beginning in 1994, TCF has over the years 
grown into one of the foremost NGOs in India in the field of wildlife conservation and working 
in Corbett Tiger Reserve (Uttarakhand), Kanha Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh) and 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh) and around the Greater Rann of Kutch (Gujarat). 
In 2013-2014, TCF’s programmes and activities would be extended to Kaziranga Tiger Reserve 
(Assam). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Map of India | Not to scale 

 
 
 

The Corbett Foundation is registered under the Delhi Public Trust Act and Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976. 
Donations to The Corbett Foundation are tax-exempt u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 
 

  

Corbett, 1994 

Bandhavgarh, 2010 

Kanha, 2010 

Kutch, 1999 

Kaziranga, 2013-14 
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Dilip D. Khatau, Chairman, TCF 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

The seeds of interest were sown early in life 

and the love for the wild flourished as the 

years went by. During my teens, having read 

all that Jim Corbett or Kenneth Anderson 

had to say about the jungles of India, I spent 

every holiday visiting the various forested 

areas of India. The passion for the outdoors 

and nature grew to an extent that I started 

avoiding going back to the city.  

It was in the summer of 1960 that I came to 

Corbett for the first time. It was love at first 

sight. The old forest bungalow at Dhikala, on 

the banks of the Ramganga, was delightfully 

deserted. I stayed for a week and met no 

other visitors. I did not see a tiger, but that did not matter. The forests were beautiful 

and tranquil. Out of all the jungles I had been to, Corbett with its chaurs, streams, 

riverine forests, sal trees and greenery was nature at its best! After having spent 20-odd 

years in Africa and Southeast Asia, I returned to Corbett in 1985. I found a lot had 

changed. Gone were the forests I once roamed and with that were gone the animals I 

loved. A dam had been built in Kalagarh, many known areas were underwater, but the 

charm was still there. I again did not see a tiger but there were many more herds of 

elephants around Dhikala, Bijrani, Malani and other places. What little was left had to 

be conserved and thus was The Corbett Foundation born on the Earth Day in 1994. 

It gives me immense pleasure in presenting the Foundation’s Annual Report of 2012-

2013. Over the years, the Foundation has grown from a small office at the outskirts of 

Corbett Tiger Reserve in Uttarakhand to having its field offices in Kutch and around the 

tiger reserves of Bandhavgarh and Kanha in Madhya Pradesh, with a branch to be started 

at Kaziranga in 2013-14. We have an extremely dedicated team of professionals in the 

fields of wildlife science, zoology, botany, medicine, veterinary care and social work. 

The team works tirelessly to achieve the objectives of the Foundation. 

I must take this opportunity in expressing my deepest gratitude to all the organisations 

and individuals for their generous support to the Foundation’s programmes and activities 

in all these years. 

The Foundation with its broad vision aspires to take up more projects under its 

programme heads - wildlife conservation, environmental awareness, rural medical 

outreach programme, veterinary and cattle development, livelihood training and 

sustainable development. And I look forward to receiving support and encouragement 

from all of you in future as well. 

 

 

Dilip D. Khatau 
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THE DILIP KHATAU GROUP 
 
The Khatau Business House was among the pioneers of the textile industry in India way back in 1874 and 
cement industry in 1920. Being the leader in the manufacturing of various varieties of saris, the famous 
voile sari was at one time synonymous with the name “Khatau”. As the scion of the 4th generation of 
the powerful Khatau Business House, Mr. Dilip D. Khatau was instrumental in venturing overseas to East 
Africa and South East Asia in 1964. Eventually, in 1990s, the Dilip Khatau Group further diversified 
extensively in India into the production of footwear, cement, power cables, chemicals and shipping. 
Since 1994, the Group concentrated on shipping, tourism and wildlife conservation. 
 
An ardent wildlife lover since his childhood, Mr. Khatau’s passion took him to many wilderness areas 
such as Corbett National Park in India. During his 15 years of stay in Kenya, and later in Southeast Asia, 
his interest in wildlife hunting turned to serious wildlife protection and nature conservation. He later 
became an active member of the East African Wildlife Society. He was highly impressed by the way 
wildlife tourism had proliferated and gained popularity in Africa which had not taken off in India then. 
He dreamt of similar ventures in India where tourists can enjoy being in the wild, and at the same time, 
relax in the luxury and comfort of home. This dream he turned into a reality in 1991 by starting an eco-
friendly wildlife resort in Corbett, initially known as Tiger Tops Corbett Lodge and now famous as 
Infinity Resorts Corbett. 
 
In recognition of his vast experience in both hospitality industry and wildlife conservation, Mr. Khatau 
was invited to be on the Board of Uttar Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation and later as a 
Member of the National Board for Wildlife. Eventually, the Group expanded its operations to the semi 
arid and unique landscape of Kutch, Gujarat. Thus, Infinity Resorts Rann of Kutch was established in 
2008. The property with its elegant tented cottages is like an oasis in the desert! In October 2009, the 
group’s third resort, Infinity Resorts Bandhavgarh, situated along the periphery of the famous 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh, was opened. Infinity Resorts Bandhavgarh is set amidst 
thick bamboo groves and natural vegetation. Infinity Resorts Kanha, situated close to Kanha Tiger 
Reserve, was opened in April 2011. The luxurious resort boasts of huge Mahua, Terminalia and Kusum 
trees that attract more than 75 species of birds in the campus itself! In 2012, the Group launched its 
fifth luxurious wildlife resort, Infinity Resorts Kaziranga, near Kaziranga Tiger Reserve in Assam. The 
resort has a natural lake, a dense bamboo grove and large number of trees that attract many species of 
resident and migratory birds within the campus. 
 
The Corbett Foundation (TCF), established in 1994, is a brainchild of Mr. Khatau. This Foundation is a 
testimony to his passion and heartfelt interest in the preservation of our natural heritage. With its 
mandate to preserve wildlife and nature with the involvement of the local communities, great work has 
been done at the grassroots-level work in and around Corbett, Bandhavgarh, Kanha and Kaziranga tiger 
reserves and in Kutch.  
 
The Foundation’s programmes are mainly focused in the areas of wildlife conservation, environmental 
awareness, vocational training and livelihoods, veterinary services, watershed management and 
sustainable eco-development. Many of these programmes over the years have been made possible due to 
the unstinted support from Conservation Corporation of India Pvt. Ltd. (CCIPL) and other donors and 
programme partners such as WWF-India, US Fish & Wildlife Foundation, Mumbai Gow Rakshak Trust, 
Millichope Foundation, Axis Bank Foundation, Pirojsha Godrej Foundation and many others.  
 
In conclusion, CCIPL and TCF are actually two sides of the same coin – the former complements and 
provides synergy to the latter. CCIPL strongly believes that conservation can only be achieved by 
involving the local stakeholders, providing them with employment opportunities and finally to lead a 
sustainable and harmonious co-existence with nature. 

 
That’s why we say – conservation is our business! 
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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
The Corbett Foundation is honoured to be associated and working under the guidance and 
leadership of its Board of Trustees. The Board comprises of individuals with immense 
experience in the nature of programmes and projects undertaken by TCF. 
 
Mr. Dilip D. Khatau, Chairman 
Chairman, Conservation Corporation of India Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Mrs. Rina D. Khatau, Co-Chair 
Vice Chairman, Conservation Corporation of India Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Mr. B. K. Goswami, IAS (Retd.) 
Former Secretary, Government of India 
 
Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh, IAS (Retd.) 
Former Secretary, Government of India 
 
Mr. Nirmal Ghosh 
Former member of the steering Committee of Project Elephant and Thailand Correspondent of 
The Straits Times 
 
Mr. Sam Mistry 
Director, Adventure Lodges Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Mr. Sharad Sanghi 
Chairman, Sanghi Brothers (Indore) Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Mr. Akshobh Singh 
Vice Chairman, Central Himalayan Environment Association and Ex-Member, WWF-India, Uttar 
Pradesh State Committee 
 
Mr. Darius E. Udwadia 
Solicitor, Udwadia, Udeshi & Argus Partners 
 
Mr. Prabhu Rajkotia 
Director, Conservation Corporation of India Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Mr. Laxmikumar N. Goculdas 
Director, Dharamsi Morarji Chemical Co. Ltd. 
 
Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda 
President, WWF-India & Member, Cat Specialist Group, Species Survival Commission, IUCN 
 
 
 

 

The Members of the Board of Trustees of The Corbett Foundation are highly respected persons with a rich experience 

of the causes the Foundation supports and works for, and with a sound knowledge of the working of Charitable Trusts.  

The Corbett Foundation expresses its deep gratitude to the Board of Trustees, who in their honorary capacity provides 

the Foundation rightful guidance, sound advice and kind support from time to time.   
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OBJECTIVES 

 To preserve, protect and conserve the unique 

ecosystems of Corbett country in the foothills of the 

Himalaya in the Kumaon and Garhwal hills of 

Uttarakhand. 

 To restore the natural harmony between human beings 

and the surrounding flora and fauna in the natural 

environment. 

 To restore the ancient simple culture of the hill folks of 

Kumaon and Garhwal regions, and the Baiga and Gond 

tribes of Central India. 

 To preserve and restore the places which Jim Corbett 

visited and lived in. 

 To create awareness of the importance of preservation 

of the Corbett country for posterity and to appreciate 

the co-existence of man and animals in their natural 

environment. 

 Financing wildlife research projects that are totally 

result-oriented. 

 Focusing the State and Central governments’ attention 

on specific conservation issues. 

 Raising funds to support the above objectives. 

 To preserve, conserve, protect and restore the unique 

ecosystems and to do all other activities as mentioned 

above, anywhere in India and abroad. 
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THE CORBETT FOUNDATION – AN INTRODUCTION 
 
 
India is one of the 17 mega-diverse countries and home to approximately 8% of the total 
biodiversity found across the globe. However, that number seems to be dwindling progressively 
due to deforestation, human encroachment, illegal poaching and haphazard infrastructure 
development. Upon realizing this, Mr. Dilip D. Khatau decided to create an organization with a 
group of like-minded men and women committed to the conservation of wildlife and nature. 
Thus, The Corbett Foundation (TCF) was born on the Earth Day of 1994. 
 
TCF is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that is fully dedicated to the cause of 
wildlife conservation. It believes that conservation requires a multifaceted approach, and 
hence it is actively involved in spreading environmental awareness, providing primary health 
care of communities and engaging in tribal welfare through vocational training and sustainable 
development initiatives. 
 
TCF, apart from being a Member of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
is also an activity partner with the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, Earth Day Network, 
Ramsar Convention. It is also a member of the Global Tiger Forum and a member of the Indian 
National Committee of the IUCN. Through the tenacious and unfailing efforts of its team 
through the years, TCF has had a strong impact on wildlife conservation and betterment of the 
indigenous tribes that live in close association with the areas it works in – namely, Corbett, 
Kanha, Bandhavgarh and Kaziranga tiger reserves, and around the Greater Rann of Kutch.  
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 
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IIRRSS  aarreeaa 

IIRRSS  aarreeaa 

IIRRSS  aarreeaa 

Interim Relief Scheme – Mitigating Human-Wildlife Conflict 
 
 
The Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR), located in the foothills of the Himalayas, acts as a significant 
conservation unit under the Project Tiger Scheme of the Government of India. There are about 
250 villages and 25 Gujjar settlements located in and around the buffer zone of the CTR and 
the adjoining forest divisions. One of the major causes of conflict in CTR is depredation of 
livestock by tigers and leopards, and crop damage by wild herbivores such as Spotted Deer, 
Sambar, Wild Boar, Nilgai and Asian Elephant. This creates resentment among the affected 
people against both, wildlife and forest department. Human-wildlife conflict is the most 
challenging threat to the conservation of tigers in such a human dominated landscape. Though 
the forest department has a policy of compensation, the low rates of compensation and the 
long procedural delays in disbursement, often dissuade the locals from claiming the same. 
Simmering resentment among local populations in such circumstances has often resulted in 
retaliatory measures like poisoning of the carcass to kill the carnivore responsible for livestock 
depredation. With the objective of alleviating this conflict situation, TCF launched the “Cattle 
Compensation Scheme” in 1995 to give ex-gratia financial assistance to the villager, whose 
cattle has been killed by a tiger or a leopard in the buffer zone of CTR. WWF-India has been a 
partner in this scheme since 1997. The Cattle Compensation Scheme was eventually renamed 
as the Interim Relief Scheme. Information about this scheme has spread to all the villages 
around CTR and reporting of the cattle kills is nearly 100%. This scheme has been largely 
instrumental in reducing the antagonism of locals.   

 
 
Human-wildlife conflict is a serious threat to the conservation of 

endangered species such as tigers, and contributes largely to the 

disappearance of these great cats from a larger part of its former 

range. Injuries to human beings by wild animals like tigers, 

leopards, elephants and bears, sometimes leading to deaths, add 

to the human-wildlife conflict and often aggravate the situation at 

Area covered by TCF under Interim Relief Scheme 
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the grassroots level. TCF treats the problem at par with conflicts arising out of livestock 

depredation and has been responding to reports of such accidents with promptness providing 

immediate effective monitory assistance and medical treatment of the injured. 

 

 
Ever since this scheme is in place, the revenge killings 
of tigers and leopards in the area have drastically 
reduced making this one of the most successful tiger 
conservation programmes implemented by any NGO in 
India. During the financial year 2012-13, TCF 
inspected 718 cases of livestock depredation by tigers 
and leopards in and around the CTR (Table 1). An 
expenditure of INR 1,171,756 was incurred in paying 
interim relief to all the aforementioned cases. The 
number of livestock depredation varies seasonally 
(Figure 2). Incidents of livestock depredation were 

higher in July (97), August (104) and September (94) 2012 as opposed to the other months. The 
lowest recorded incidents occurred in February (22) and March (38) 2013. 
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Month South Zone North Zone Total Expenditure 

Tiger Leopard Tiger Leopard 

Kill Injury Kill Injury Kill Injury Kill Injury 

April ‘12 24 2 9 0 0 0 11 0 46 77,088 

May ‘12 20 6 16 0 4 0 20 0 66 1,14,744 

June ‘12 25 5 11 4 2 0 13 0 60 96,723 

July ‘12 52 11 5 5 0 0 22 0 95 1,51,818 

Aug‘12 56 10 12 6 5 0 15 0 104 1,69,909 

Sept ‘12 42 18 13 5 1 0 11 0 90 1,42,382 

Oct‘12 28 9 4 3 5 0 9 0 58 93,406 

Nov ‘12 21 3 3 1 2 0 9 0 39 71,262 

Dec ‘12 18 4 6 1 12 0 11 0 52 88,824 

Jan ‘13 12 9 1 0 4 0 21 0 47 76,730 

Feb ‘13 8 1 3 0 4 0 6 0 22 60,000 

March‘13 18 3 5 1 2 0 9 0 38 78,400 

TOTAL 324 81 88 26 41 0 157 0 717 1,221,286 

Table 1: Number of livestock depredation cases inspected by TCF in 2012-13. 

 

 Figure 1: Total number of IRS cases compensated by TCF between 1998 and 2013 
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Given below are few photographs showing beneficiaries of the Interim Relief Scheme. 
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 Figure 2: Monthly variation of livestock depredation in 2012-13 
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Cattle Immunization Programme in Kanha Tiger Reserve 

Most tiger conservation landscapes in India have a large population of cattle that freely graze 

in the buffer zones of tiger reserves. These cattle could be infected with or carriers of 

communicable diseases such as Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD), Black Quarter (BQ) and 

Hemorrhagic Septicemia (HS). These diseases are of great concern for cattle farmers not only 

because they are highly infectious but also because they can be easily transmitted from one 

species to another. FMD, in particular, is primarily an economically devastating disease of 

domestic cattle; experimental studies have clearly demonstrated that it can also threaten 

wildlife. Various species of deer, pigs, gaur, antelope, etc. are susceptible to FMD. It is a 

highly infectious disease and is extremely difficult to control. Most of the afflicted animals 

recover but the disease leaves them debilitated and causes a severe loss in the production of 

milk, quality of meat and work output. Routine cattle movements can rapidly spread the 

disease, making early detection crucial for disease control. 

 
TCF assessed the need for it’s intervention for 

conducting mass immunization programme in 

the 35 villages covered by its Rural Medical 

Outreach Programme (RMOP) in the buffer 

zone of the Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR). During 

the survey and few veterinary camps in the 

villages, it was noticed that FMD outbreaks 

were frequent and high. It was observed that a 

large number of such cases remained 

untreated even when farmers were concerned 

about it. The disease leaves most of the 

animals in pain and often renders them lame. 

As a large numbers of the affected cattle in this area are working animals, this disease directly 

affects the economy.  

     It was noted that there was substantial cattle 

movement in the buffer zone and at times in 

the core zone too, and the probability of 

interaction – direct and indirect – between the 

domestic animals and wild animals exists. 

There was also a health risk associated with 

this interaction. The wild ungulates remain at 

risk from the FMD virus, as do most of the 

other wild animals. Thus, TCF could clearly 

identify the need for an intervention through 

collaboration with the KTR and the State 

Animal Husbandry Department (SAHD). During 

December 2012, FMD immunization of 2,250 cattle from 30 villages of the buffer zone of KTR 

in collaboration with the State Animal Husbandry Department. This was 39.8% coverage of the 

cattle population from these 30 villages. 

Once the necessity of working together with the government agencies to combat certain 

preventable infectious disease was ascertained, TCF collaborated with the KTR for immunizing 

the domestic cattle population from 94 villages situated in the three ranges of the buffer zone 

of KTR such as Samnapur, Garhi and Khapa. Whilst combating several inhibitions of the rural 
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mind-set against immunization, almost 19,500 cattle were successfully vaccinated against 

communicable diseases such as FMD, HS and BQ. The vaccines were provided by KTR.  

It was emphasized that awareness 

programmes would form the main 

component of this immunization 

programme. Awareness was crucial to the 

need and timing of the immunization. TCF 

produced literature in Hindi, highlighting 

the importance of immunization and de-

worming. Around 1500 copies of the same 

were distributed in the villages which 

were to be covered under this programme. It was observed that such leaflets did not leave 

a lasting impact. To spread the message more effectively, around 500 ‘wall paintings’ 

were made in the 94 villages to be covered, with almost five paintings done at various 

locations per village. Local people were hired to paint the walls with messages about 

immunization. This created some scope of employment for them, and later on they helped 

during the immunization too.  

For the benefit of the illiterate villagers, 

Kotwars were hired who went in every 

alley of villages announcing the schedule 

for the immunization programmes. 

Persistent efforts were made to make 

people aware about the importance of 

immunization. In every village, a forest 

guard was provided by KTR who 

accompanied TCF team from door-to-door 

in making the task much easier. 

Sometimes the forest guard would 

physically help restrain the animals, apart from maintaining the record. It was decided 

that he would record the details of vaccinations in two copies and at the end of the day, 

one copy was kept with the forest department and the other copy was given to TCF. This 

helped maintain absolute transparency in record-keeping. TCF compiled the reports on 

weekly basis and submitted reports to the Field Director of KTR. Between February to May 

2013, the overall aim of covering the 94 villages under immunization cover was achieved. 

A total of 19,493 animals were immunized under the programme out of the total recorded 

cattle population of 41,742 that is almost 46.7% of the total domestic cattle present in 

Khapa (10497 cattle), Garhi (24285 cattle) and Samnapur (6960 cattle) ranges as per the 

government records. Given below is an overview of immunization programme conducted in 

above three ranges:  

 

 

 

Range Total cattle 

population 

Vaccinated 

cattle 

Percentage 

achieved 

Khapa  10497 5491 52.3 % 

Garhi  24285 10512 43.3 % 

Samnapur  6960 3490 50.1 % 

Total  41742 19493 46.7 % 

Table 2: Details of cattle 

vaccinated by TCF at 

Khapa, Samnapur and 

Garhi ranges in the buffer 

zone of Kanha Tiger 

Reserve. 
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The efforts taken by TCF in timely completion of the immunization programme and the 

higher percentage (46.7%) of the total cattle population covered was highly appreciated 

by KTR management. TCF will be collaborating with KTR in 2012-13 to take on the cattle 

immunization programme in all the buffer zone ranges of KTR. 

In the Corbett landscape, a mass 

immunization programme was 

conducted on March 21st (World 

Forestry Day) in the Gujjar settlements 

along the periphery of Corbett Tiger 

Reserve and Terai West Forest Division 

and 1800 animals from Belghati, 

Phanto, Tumaria, Kumbgadar and 

Haathidangar villages were successfully 

vaccinated with the help from the 

Veterinary Doctor at the Government 

Veterinary Hospital, Ramanagar.  

 

Given below is a press clipping from The Hitavada wherein the Cattle Immunization 

Programme was covered. 
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Save Great Indian Bustard Campaign 

Kutch Ecological Research Centre (KERC), a 

division of The Corbett Foundation in Kutch, 

Gujarat has been striving to protect the habitat 

of Great Indian Bustard (GIB) Ardeotis nigriceps in 

Kutch. The semi arid grasslands of Kutch are one 

of the few abodes of this critically endangered 

species, also known as the Indian Bustard. 

Though Kutch has been known for its second 

highest breeding population for this 

species, severe pressures of habitat loss due to 

unplanned infrastructure development and 

agricultural encroachment over the past few 

years has resulted with a drastic decline in the 

population of this majestic bird. The population 

estimates reveal an estimated population of less 

than 30 birds in Abdasa taluka of Kutch out of the 

total surviving population of less than 300 birds in 

the wild today. Apart from the reasons of habitat loss as mentioned above, constant 

threat from uncontrolled cattle grazing over its potential habitat is taking these birds 

closer to extinction.  The Indian Bustard is included in Schedule I of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act of India. 

The Government of Gujarat has set up Kutch 

Bustard Sanctuary close to Lala village near the 

town of Naliya and which is spread over a mere 

202.86 hectares. However, a major breeding 

population of GIB thrives outside this protected 

area and is under threat due to the reasons 

mentioned previously. Most of the habitat 

preferred by GIB outside Lala Bustard Sanctuary is 

Revenue Land with no control on its use, transfer 

and protection. These revenue areas, although 

termed as ‘waste lands’ in government records, 

are important GIB habitats. It is extremely 

essential to protect these areas. KERC conducted 

extensive surveys of the area and has been 

monitoring the GIB population since past three 

years. The information collected has been 

published in the form of a status report titled The 

Last Call to Save Indian Bustard in Kutch, 

Gujarat, India. This report has been widely circulated in hard copy as well as soft copy 

format. KERC has also taken up the matter of GIB protection in Kutch with the Chief 

Minister of Gujarat and other concerned government officials from the Central and State 

Government, national and international NGOs, conservationists and research scientists. An 

online signature campaign has been launched on Change.org to garner support for Save 

Great Indian Bustard Campaign. 

Great Indian Bustard in Kutch 
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The Corbett Foundation appeals to the State 

Government of Gujarat and the Ministry of 

Environment of Forests, Government of India 

to take immediate action to protect the Great 

Indian Bustard habitat and save this species 

from extinction in Gujarat. All local and 

national NGOs, bird-watchers, naturalists, 

conservationists, scientists and the people of 

India and the world must come together and 

in unison make the plea to save Great Indian 

Bustards.  

This might be LAST call to save 

this magnificent species from 

extinction in Gujarat. 

KERC closely works with the local community that shares the GIB habitat and involves 

them in the protection of GIB habitat through awareness programmes and consultations. 

The Gujarat State Forest Department has entrusted KERC for implementing a socio-

economic survey project of the villages situated in GIB habitat of Abdasa taluka. The 

survey work is currently on and the project will be complete in the year 2013-14. 

 

 

  



The Corbett Foundation – Annual Report 2012-2013 Page 18 

 

Waterfowl Survey in Corbett 

Corbett Landscape is a haven for bird-watchers with a 

great diversity of bird species recorded in the area. The 

Corbett Tiger Reserve is listed as an Important Bird 

Area (IBA) by BirdLife International. Of the approximate 

1300 species of birds found in the Indian subcontinent, 

more than 40% have been recorded in the Corbett 

landscape. The area also provides safe refuge to a 

number of migratory birds during winter. Forty nine 

percent of the wetland dependant bird species found in 

India have been recorded in this landscape. 

 

TCF’s division in Corbett has been carrying out an 

annual waterbird survey programme in three wetlands – 

Tumariya, Baur and  Haripura – located in the Corbett 

landscape. The survey has been conducted on a 

fortnightly basis from the year 2009-10. The observations of this three year survey period 

has been analyzed and presented in a report titled Status and trend of Waterbirds in 

wetlands around Corbett. Seventy eight species of waterbirds and wetland dependant 

birds belonging to seventeen families were recorded from the three wetlands over the 

entire duration of the survey. The study found that the major threats to these wetlands 

and their waterbirds were habitat encroachment by local villagers, hunting, excessive 

grazing pressure and infestation by algae and other invasive species. TCF raised these 

issues with the concerned authorities. TCF conducts awareness programmes regarding the 

importance of wetlands, especially on the World Wetlands Day in collaboration with the 

Ramsar Convention.  

 

Sociable Lapwing Survey  
 
During the month of December 2012, Kutch Ecological 

Research Centre (KERC) received a grant for the project 

of ‘Status survey of Sociable Lapwing Vanellus 

gregarious in Kutch, Saurashtra and Ahmedabad region 

of Gujarat with special emphasis on Greater and Little 

Rann of Kutch' from International Bird Conservation 

Network-Bombay Natural History Society (IBCN-BNHS). 

Sociable Lapwing is a critically endangered species as 

listed by the IUCN Redlist and it migrates to certain 

areas of Gujarat in winter. The global population of the species is believed to be around 

17000 individuals (BirdLife International 2013).  

Sociable Lapwing in Banni grassland 
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The Greater Rann Of Kutch (GRK), Little 

Rann Of Kutch (LRK), some selected areas 

around Ahmedabad District viz. Sanand and 

Thol; and recently Amreli district are the 

known wintering area of this species. KERC 

will mainly concentrate on GRK during the 

study. During the first survey a flock of total 

28 birds were reported from the Banni 

region near GRK. During the primary study it was observed that the species prefers to stay 

and roost in the grassland of Cressa cretica, one of the dominant grass species of the 

Banni area with an average height of 6 to 8 cm. The survey work is in progress and the 

final report will be submitted by end of March 2014. 

Gujarat Ecology Society (GES) based in Baroda, has been working with the Royal Society 

for Protection of Birds (RSPB), UK and monitoring wintering population of Sociable Lapwing 

in North Gujarat and Kutch region. GES had also given a small pilot work to KERC to study 

the Sociable Lapwing population. The work was sponsored by GES-RSPB. The report of the 

survey has been submitted to GES. During the survey total 8 (6+2) birds were sighted in 

the field work of two consecutive days. 

In the primary surveys it was found that the species is facing threat of habitat loss owing 

to the invasion of Prosopis juliflora and alteration of habitat. In addition to this increased 

vehicular movements are also disturbing the species.  

Biodiversity Assessment Project 

In January 2013, KERC undertook a biodiversity 

assessment project from AECOM India Pvt. Ltd. in the 

area of upcoming 52.5 MW wind-farm project at 

Jamanwada in Kutch. KERC did a primary survey of the 

area to design the methodology and then a six days field 

survey was conducted. The area was divided in four 

zones which were further divided into four sub-zones. So 

a total of 16 sub-zones were surveyed during the field 

study and a checklist of the flora and the fauna was 

prepared. GPS coordinates, time, activity of the fauna, etc were reported. Photographs 

were taken for the direct sightings and indirect sightings were recorded through scat 

samples, pug marks, hair samples and presence of active dens, and through the interviews 

of local communities. 

A total of 233 species of birds belonging to 63 different families were reported from the 

area. A total of 170 species of plants were also reported from the area. In addition to 

these, through direct and indirect sighting, a total of 20 species of mammals were 

reported from the area.  

A detailed report of the above work was prepared and submitted to AECOM India Pvt. Ltd. 

The important areas for wildlife were highlighted in the report. Threats of windmills on 

avian diversity were discussed, and methods and precautions to minimize its impact on 

birds were also mentioned in the report. 

Cressa cretica habitat in  

Banni Area, Kutch 
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Wildlife Rescue Work 
 
Corbett: In the month of April 2012, the wildlife division of TCF encountered a medium-

sized Indian Rock Python whilst carrying out the waterfowl census at Haripura Reservoir. 

The snake, which is included in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, had a 

head injury, probably as a result of an attack by local people. The python was still alive, 

and was rescued and sent to a local veterinary clinic where it was treated and released 

into an adjoining forest area after recovery. In July, an injured Spotted Deer entered the 

TCF campus whilst trying to escape stray dogs that were chasing it. TCF team nursed the 

deer until it was transferred to a veterinary hospital in Ramnagar for further treatment. 

 

Kutch: In the month of May 2012, the KERC team rescued an injured Barn Owl from Tera 

village. The owl was injured due to a kite-flying thread, and was treated for five days 

before being released back into the wild.  The Forest Department contacted KERC a few 

days later regarding a Bluebull that had been harmed by stray dogs. The Bluebull was 

brought to Tera and was intensively treated for its wounds by the KERC veterinary team. 

However, it could not recuperate and died after two days. In June, the KERC team rescued 

an immature Black Ibis from Naliya which was unable to fly due to its nascent age. The 

team fed the bird and released it regularly to practise flying and basking. After almost two 

weeks, the young bird was released back into the wild. In September, the KERC team 

rescued two Indian Peafowl that were being chased by dogs. After due treatment, both 

the birds recovered and were released into the wild. 

 

Kanha: In January 2013, a call to the TCF Kanha office notified the team of the presence 

of Indian Rock Pythons (Python molurus). After informing the range officer of the area, 

the team traveled to the area and observed five pythons taking refuge under a rock - a 

female and four offsprings. After the Range Officer arrived, TCF representatives and the 

forest department staff rescued the snakes and released them in the Mukki core area. In 

February, the team rescued a Wolf Snake (Lycodon capucinus) and an Indian Cobra (Naja 

naja) from Baherakhar village, and released them inside the buffer zone of KTR.  

 

Bandhavgarh: After receiving 

a call from the Forest 

Department about a wounded 

elephant with an abscess, 

TCF veterinarian treated the 

elephant’s wound with 

antibiotics. In domesticated 

elephants, it has been 

observed that abscesses, if 

left untreated, spread 

internally and lead to erosion 

of the dorsal spinous 

processes of vertebrae. 
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WILDLIFE AWARENESS PROGRAMMES 

TCF, through its collaborative efforts, aims to provide information and proactive 

education to make the people living in close association with Corbett, Kanha and 

Bandhavgarh tiger reserves and in Kutch conscious about the varied wildlife species that 

inhabit the same lands as they do and the various threats they face. Awareness 

programmes are conducted throughout the year with the active participation of various 

stakeholder groups such as students, teachers and village community people to discuss 

about the various environmental problems of the area and how these can be solved or 

their ill-effects minimised by the involvement of people. In 2012-13, over 25 school 

programmes were conducted across all divisions with an approximate outreach of over 

2000 students. 

Apart from these programmes, special programmes were planned and executed for special 

occasions as mentioned below. 

World Migratory Bird Day 2012 Celebrations – May 10th  
 

On World Bird Migratory Day 2012, TCF-Corbett 
organized a poster-making competition for the 
students of nine schools located in and around 
Corbett Tiger Reserve. The programme started with 
a movie screening wherein the students were briefed 
about migratory birds and their importance along 
with the threats they face today. Later, the students 
were given sheets and boards, along with two topics 
for the poster competition they had to choose from.  
 

 
World Endangered Species Day – May 18th  

On World Endangered Species Day, TCF-Corbett 
conducted a movie screening and presentation on 
Asian Elephant and organized for calss VIII and IX 
students of Government High School, Tera. The 
programme commenced with a briefing on the 
concept of endangered species, and a brief outline 
of the major endangered species of birds and 
animals found in the CTR.  
 
 

 
World Biodiversity Day- May 22nd  
 
World Biodiversity Day 2012 was celebrated at TCF-Corbett with the students of Sarasvati 
Vidya Mandir, Chhoi. Over 150 students participated in the event. The students were 
quizzed on the life history of the elephant and the various threats faced by it – by 
incorporating a healthy competitive streak in the quiz, it was observed that the students 
actively absorbed the information at hand whilst enjoying themselves. Thereafter, the 
teachers requested that a movie on tiger killing strategies should be screened as well. 
Through this programme, TCF attempted to inculcate basic knowledge about commonly 
occurring biodiversity.   
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Jim Corbett's Birthday celebrations – July 25th  
 
A tour of Chhoti Haldwani, legendary hunter-
turned-conservationist Jim Corbett’s erstwhile 
home, was organized in honour of his 137th 
birthday on 25th July. Students from five 
different schools were selected to participate in 
this tour – starting with Chhoti Haldwani (now 
Kaladhungi) Museum, and proceeding thereafter 
to a few of the places that Jim Corbett used to 
stay at or visit. The programme was organized in 
association with the Corbett Gram Vikas Samiti. 
Students were informed about the life history of 
Jim Corbett and his achievements. The students 
enjoyed this event and diligently took notes 

throughout the tour.  
 
International Tiger Day – July 29th  
 
To celebrate International Tiger Day 2012, TCF-Corbett organized a game show with 
students of five different schools from around CTR at the Government High School, 
Pawalgarh. A documentary on tigers was screened for the benefit of the students. TCF 
hopes to generate an interest for wildlife in children at a young age, so that they grow up 
to be well-informed and educated assets to this country. 
 

World Elephant Day celebrations - August 12th  
 
TCF-Corbett organized an awareness programme at Government Inter College, Ramnagar 
to celebrate World Elephant day. Around 40 students from classes VIII and IX attended this 
programme. The sessions included an audio-visual presentation that incorporated some 
interesting facts about the forests and wildlife, followed by the screening of a BBC film on 
elephants. The movie explained about a case study in Kerala and provided many 
knowledgeable facts about elephants and the current threats they face. The students 
actively participated in the interactive session afterwards and learned a lot about 
elephants in an informal approach. 
 

International Vulture Awareness Day – September 1st  

Each year, the first Saturday of September is 
celebrated as International Vulture Awareness 
Day. On 1st September, TCF-Corbett organized 
the screening of a documentary titled 
‘Vanishing Vultures’ in the Government High 
School, Kyari. A total of 40 students from 
classes VII and VIII were present wherein they 
gained knowledge and importance of vultures 
in India and their endangered status. The 
documentary provided information on the 
importance, threats and conservation issues of 
vultures. An interactive round of questions 
followed the film screening.  
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In Kutch, which has the second largest population of vultures in Gujarat, TCF dedicated an 
entire week to spread about Vultures. The programme was launched at the Kutch 
Ecological research Centre (KERC), which included a film screening and interactive 
discussion on the decline of vultures in India, its reasons and what role one can play in an 
attempt to protect the existing vulture populations from further decline. Programmes 
were held at Tera, Naliya, Kothara, Kunathiya and Kukdau in the presence of over 300 
people.  

TCF-Kanha celebrated the International 
Vulture Awareness Day in the Central Academy 
English School, Malajkhand and in Middle 
School, Sarasdol. The students were shown a 
PowerPoint presentation signifying the 
importance of Vultures followed by a 
documentary 'Vanishing Vultures'. The students 
were also provided with stencils of vulture 
masks and were encouraged to make creative 
masks of their own. TCF–Bandhavgarh 
celebrated International Vulture Awareness 
Day by organizing a wildlife film screening in 
Mahaman village. This was followed by the 

interaction with villagers explaining the role vultures play in the regular functioning of our 
ecosystem, the reason for the drastic decline in their population and ways in which the 
villagers can contribute to conserving the species.  
 

Environmental Leadership Workshop for Teachers – September 28th     

TCF-Corbett organized an Environmental 

Leadership Workshop for teachers on 28th 

September 2012 in Choonakhan Eco-tourism 

Center. A total of 21 teachers from 18 schools 

attended the workshop which dealt with 

discussion of past, present and future 

activities of TCF, along with lectures on the 

flora and fauna of Corbett given by forest 

department representatives. The teachers learned interesting facts through a wildlife 

documentary on elephants as well. A presentation was given to show the progress of TCF 

since last year and it was found that almost 70% of previous suggestions by teachers were 

already put into action. Mr. R. K. Vashishta, SDO Terai west, and Mr. S. C. Upadhyay, Park 

Warden, attended the session and provided their valuable inputs. In the end, a group 

discussion was held where teams were divided and each team presented with their own 

ideas of how to enhance the awareness programmes in the future.  

Wildlife Week (October 1st-7th) 
The Wildlife Week, observed during the first 
week of October, was celebrated with gusto in 
all the divisions of TCF. TCF-Corbett conducted a 
written quiz for class VIII students from 26 local 
schools in the Corbett landscape to assess their 
understanding of wildlife and the environment. 
The winner and runner-up from each school were 
shortlisted to participate in the next round of the 
quiz.  
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 TCF-Bandhavgarh organized a few programmes to promote wildlife and environmental 
awareness among different target groups. The programmes focused on community 
participation, which is critical to conservation of forests, wildlife and the environment. A 
banner was mounted atop a vehicle that drove around on the crowded roads of Tala and 
Manpur towns to create awareness among the people about wildlife week. Some banners 
were fixed along roadsides and in some schools. A wildlife awareness rally started from 
Tala Inter College and participants of this rally chorused slogans on wildlife, forest and 
natural resource conservation.  
 
TCF-Kanha organised presentations on the importance and conservation of biodiversity, 
and screenings of popular films with conservation messages in some of the villages around 
Kanha Tiger Reserve. This was followed by a guided nature trail for local village youth, 
drawing competition and wildlife quiz competition for the students of nearby schools. 
 

Kids for Tigers Programme: 

The “Kids for Tiger” (KFT) programme was launched by Sanctuary Asia in the year 2000 as 

an environment education and awareness programme for schools across India. The 

programme aims to bring out the vital connection between the survival of the tiger and 

the ecological security of the Indian subcontinent.  KFT seeks to increase awareness 

among the children about India’s biodiversity and sensitize them to the fact that saving 

tigers and their forests will also secure our water supply and help save ourselves. TCF has 

been a partner of Sanctuary Asia in this venture in the Corbett landscape and conducted 

the following activities in collaboration with Sanctuary Asia: 

Nature Trails 

TCF-Corbett organized nature trails in 

Dhela-Laldhang and Choonakhan areas with 

around 20 students from nine different 

schools in October 2012. Led by an 

experienced naturalist, the students were 

informed about the etiquette of a nature 

trail and interesting facts about various 

plants and animals. The group encountered 

several birds including Himalayan Bulbul, 

Indian Peafowl, Spangled Drongo, Plum-

headed Parakeet, Oriental White-eye and 

so on. Along with birds, the kids were also fortunate to see the indirect evidences 

such as pugmarks, scat, and scrape marks that indicated the presence of a tiger in 

the area. The group had the opportunity to observe mammals such as Spotted 

Deer, Sambar and Jackal during the nature 

trail.  

 

Tiger Fest 

TCF, in collaboration with Sanctuary Asia, 

organized and celebrated the Tiger Fest 

2013 on 28th February with a motto – 



The Corbett Foundation – Annual Report 2012-2013 Page 26 

 

Conserving the Tiger is our National Objective. 

The objective behind organising this annual fest is to attract the young minds and 

educate them about the need and importance of conservation. The event also 

encourages youth to understand the importance of tigers, their habitat and their 

role in our ecosystem. A total of 22 schools participated in this event. The Tiger 

Fest began with the Tiger Rally starting from Lakhanpur School to the CTR Office. 

The fest had a lot of fun-filled activities and Poetry, Speech, Face-painting, and 

Quiz competitions based on environmental and wildlife themes.  

 
Great Backyard Bird Count – February 16th  

The KERC team participated in the Great Backyard 

Bird Count event conducted by the Cornell University 

Laboratory of Ornithology on 16th February. KERC 

conducted a programme with the Rava Primary School 

wherein 29 students participated. A visit to Berachiya 

Dam was arranged in the morning where all the 

students learnt the basics of bird watching. An 

interactive session to understand the importance of 

birds in our life evolved thereafter. A total of 62 

species of birds were observed at the wetland.  

 

World Sparrow Day – March 20th  

TCF-Kutch division celebrated the World Sparrow Day 

by distributing 1500 nesting boxes in various parts of 

Bhuj, Abdasa and Nakhatrana talukas of Kutch, 

specially designed for the sparrows to breed. Sparrows 

have bred successfully in such nests during last year. A 

small leaflet was prepared and distributed with the 

nests for awareness. The team received high 

appreciation from the people of Kutch for undertaking 

such an activity. 

 
 

Installation of roadside boards in Kutch 

 

KERC installed a total of 24 boards highlighting the 

importance of Great Indian Bustard on the road side of 

Deshalpar-Naliya highway in Kutch, Gujarat. The 

inauguration function was conducted on 25th in the 

presence of Smt. Bharti Devi, Mr. Pravinsinh Vihol 

(Deputy Conservator of Forest, Kutch West Division) 

and Mr. Dilip Khatau, Chairman of TCF. The boards 

were prepared in English as well as Gujarati with one-

liner messages that highlight the importance of this 

critically endangered species.  
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Important Environmental Days Celebrations 

Earth Day (April 22nd)   

Under the anthropogenic pressure of developmental activities, the Earth’s environment is 

degrading continuously and is the issue of concern for all the environmentalists and 

conservationists all over the world. The Earth Day is utilized as platform by various 

conservation organizations to raise awareness for the importance of conservation of our 

natural environment. In keeping with this theme,  

 

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized various events to create 

awareness amongst the local communities living in and 

around BTR. On April 19th, an awareness programme 

was organized in Ranchha village for the villagers, 

which included an interactive discussion about Earth 

Day before screening a few nature conservation 

documentaries. On April 21st, awareness programmes 

were organized for students of several local schools. 

An Earth Day Walk was organised from TCF office and ended at Tala gate of BTR.  

 
TCF-Corbett launched the Earth Day celebrations with 

participation from five schools. The event started 

with a movie screening on climate change followed by 

a presentation pertaining to facts about the Earth and 

climate change issues. This session was followed by 

taking the students on a tour of the Center on Global 

Warming at the TCF Campus. The kids were then 

presented with a surprise “one minute” quiz 

competition where each group was given just one 

minute to answer as many questions as they can. On April 18th and 19th, TCF conducted 

awareness programmes in the Govt. High School at Kyari and Govt. Inter College, Dhela, 

respectively. The sessions commenced with a movie screening followed by a presentation 

pertaining to the value of Earth day. The students actively answered the questions put 

forth to them and asked very interesting questions to TCF team regarding climate change. 

On the final day, 23rd April, TCF organized an educational workshop for the students of 

Army School, Hempur on the request of school Principal. The programme took place in 

four sessions wherein the students were shown a movie on climate change followed by a 

presentation, interactive session and a surprise quiz organized. 

TCF-Kanha celebrated Earth Day by organizing an 

awareness rally and a forest clean-up activity with 

around 70 students and locals from four villages in the 

buffer zone of KTR. The programme began with an 

introduction to Earth Day, its significance and the 

details relating to the activity to be carried out. The 

rally started from Manjitola village and ended at the 

Mukki gate of Kanha Tiger Reserve.  
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KERC, in collaboration with the Gujarat Forest 

Department – Kutch West Division, celebrated the 

Earth Day with 125 students from two schools namely, 

Army Public School and Matruchaya Girls School in 

Bhuj. The event was organized at the Flamingo Centre 

of the Gujarat Forest Department in Bhuj and it 

involved various competitions like wildlife quiz, 

drawing and poster-making competitions with the 

themes related to nature conservation. In the evening, a film on Great Indian Bustard was 

screened for the participants, followed by the prize distribution ceremony.  

 

World Environment Day (June 5th)   

TCF – Corbett organized an excursion for 20 

students from four different schools to Nainital 

Zoo to expose the students to the stark reality of 

the lives of caged animals, and show them first-

hand that wild animals belong in the wild. The 

students were briefed about the different reasons 

why animals are brought to a zoo, and the ‘Do's 

and Don’ts’ that should be followed in a zoo. It was observed that the children learnt a lot 

from this visit, and were willing to implement the newfound knowledge. By the end of the 

event, the students were voluntarily stopping tourists from provoking the animals and 

telling them the exact names of the respective caged animal. This event received 

publicity and was published on the UNDB and UNEP websites as well.  

 

World Oceans Day (June 9th) 

TCF - Corbett celebrated the World Oceans Day 

2012 in the village of Ringora among the local 

villagers who were ignorant about the 

importance of oceans and all the life it harbors. 

More than 30 villagers and a few children 

participated in this event. TCF team showed a 

presentation regarding the basic facts about 

ocean, their types and their threats they face 

through global warming. A movie on oceans was 

screened thereafter in the village to show them 

the variety of life forms thriving inside the oceans. After this, a small interactive session 

was conducted where general questions like "which is the biggest mammal on Earth" were 

asked. TCF explained correct answers of all the questions asked to ensure that they 

remembered the correct facts for the future. The purpose of this activity was to ensure 

that along with teachers, the parents should have enough knowledge to correct their kids 

and vice versa. The event also got published on World Oceans Day and UNDB websites. 

 

‘Harela’ celebrations (July 17th and 18th) 

Harela is an annual festival that is celebrated by the locals of Uttarakhand. It occurs at 

the onset of monsoon and is basically a celebration of nature and all profoundly beautiful 

greenery found in the landscapes there.  TCF participated in the celebrations held on 17th 
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and 18th July 2012. TCF-Corbett team distributed some 

plant saplings to five local schools along with educating 

them about the festival, its history and significance. 

The saplings were provided to the students of class 8th 

so as to generate a sense of responsibility for nature in 

their young, impressionable minds. The plant saplings 

provided were of mango, guava, neem and lemon trees. 

The students were asked to nurture the plants and TCF 

team monitored their progress regularly. With initiatives like these, TCF hopes to make 

the world a better, greener place to live in.  

 

International Youth Day – August 12th  

 

KERC celebrated the International Youth Day with 40 

students of Naliya High School. The team travelled to 

the coastal area of Pingaleshwar, a famous tourist 

destination in Abdasa taluka of Kutch. The team 

members collected discarded polythene bags and other 

types of garbage from the area to keep the beach 

clean. More than 60 kg of garbage was collected from 

the area through this collective effort. During 

weekends, hundreds of tourists throng the place and 

throw their non-biodegradable garbage in the vicinity 

due to a lack of trash bins at the site and inadequate 

self-discipline. TCF team has planned to engage 

volunteers to clean such ecologically important areas in 

Kutch occasionally.  

 

World Ozone Day – September 16th 

TCF-Corbett celebrated the World Ozone Day 2012 with around 65 students of Government 

High School, Semalkhalia. The students were familiarized with facts about the ozone layer 

and its importance, followed by an environmental film. After this, the students were given 

a few models with pictorials illustrations on them and they were asked to categorize them 

into ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong’ categories. The students enjoyed the simple yet exciting game and 

participated enthusiastically. The photographs made it easier for them to relate with the 

environmental threats and its effect on our lives.  
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A similar programme was conducted on the same day in Government Girls High School, 

Savaldeh. The students were shown a presentation followed by a movie dealing with ozone 

layer facts. Around 30 students from class 8th attended this awareness session. 

The KERC team celebrated World Ozone Day at the 

Government High School in Tera, and gave a 

presentation highlighting the importance of the ozone 

layer. Various topics like the reason behind the 

depletion of the ozone layer, global warming, etc were 

discussed during the session. More than 40 students 

actively participated in the programme. 

 

 

Energy Conservation Awareness Programme  

On 5th November, around 150 students from Saraswati 

Vidya Mandir, Chhoi, Ramnagar, under the guidance of 

TCF-Corbett, displayed a message ‘Save Energy’. TCF 

hopes that people will realize that if young children can 

understand the need of renewable energy, then why 

can’t the adults?  As a part of the programme, the 

students were first showed a short movie on renewable 

and non-renewable resources, followed by a brief 

presentation on the same topic. These kids then displayed an aerial message which says 

"save energy" with the sun at one end and windmill on the other. Students from classes 6th 

to 10th participated in this activity to make people more responsible. The challenge here is 

to convince people to substitute the use of non-renewable resources by renewable ones.  

India Against Coal (Nov 10th) 
 
The area around Kanha Tiger Reserve is a rich 

source of manganese, copper and bauxite, due to 

which mining is a predominant activity there. 

TCF-Kanha arranged a public awareness 

programme in Higher Secondary School, Nikkum 

to create awareness among the local residents 

about the hazardous impacts of open cast mining, 

not just on their health but also the environment. 

Mining of any kind results in polluting the air and 

the water sources of the adjacent areas and has 

long-term adverse implications such as reduced fertility of soil. TCF held a song and dance 

programme with the help of Baiga tribes. The songs sung by tribal girls were in the local 

baiga language and conveyed the message of conservation. They sung about half a dozen 

songs about the necessity of a healthy environment for a secured human future.  
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National Energy Conservation Day (December 14th) 

 

To celebrate National Energy Conservation Day, 

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness 

programme in two schools, viz. Primary and 

Middle School of Bamera. Around 200 students 

participated in the programme. TCF team held an 

interactive session with students in which the 

team spoke about the different source of energy, 

renewable and non–renewable resources of 

energy, conservation of natural resources for the 

fulfillment of need of energy, pollution and the 

solar energy which is most cheapest and non polluting source of energy. During this session 

TCF representative asked questions and answered them if not correctly answered by the 

students. The students also performed a skit on energy conservation. 

 
World Wetlands Day – February 2nd  

 

TCF, in collaboration with the Ramsar Convention, celebrated the World Wetlands Day 

across its divisions in Corbett, Kanha and Bandhavgarh. The key objective of the World 

Wetlands Day 2013 was to raise people’s awareness about the interdependence between 

water and wetlands, to highlights ways to ensure the equitable sharing of water between 

different stakeholder groups, and to understand that without wetlands there will be no 

water.  

 

As a precursor to the World Wetlands Day celebrations, TCF–Corbett organized an 

awareness programme for around 45 students of BDJM Public School, Dhikuli. On 2nd 

February, TCF-Corbett celebrated World Wetlands Day at Tumaria Wetland. Students from 

10 schools and their teachers participated in the event where they were told about 

functional values of wetlands. The year 2013 was designated as the United Nations 

International Year of Water Cooperation and the theme for World Wetland Day 2013 was 

“Wetland and Water Management”.  

 

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness 

programme with the students of the 

Government Middle School, Bijhariya. Under the 

programme, 45 students and their teacher were 

taken to a local wetland located in Bandhavgarh 

Tiger Reserve. The programme started with 

introduction of wetlands and genesis of World 

Wetlands Day, followed by the discussion about 

WWD 2013 theme - Wetlands and Water Management. An interactive session to assess the 

participants’ understanding about the values of wetlands and their functioning was held, 

followed by detailed discussion on the ecosystem services, role of wetlands in the human 

society, progressing on to various threats faced by wetlands and how these threats 

jeopardize the long-term conservation of these ecosystems and what are the 

consequences. The participants were also made aware of their active participation in 



The Corbett Foundation – Annual Report 2012-2013 Page 32 

 

conservation of wetlands. This was followed by a game played with the students to 

increase their understanding about the functioning of wetlands and their importance for 

the humans and wildlife with the help of metaphors. In the game, participants were 

divided into 8 groups and each group presented with an object (Sponge, Cradle, Pillow, 

Soap, Filter, cereals, Mixer and Antacid) as metaphor for exploration of natural functions 

of wetlands and their importance of humans and wildlife.  

 

TCF-Kanha celebrated the WWD with the middle 

school students of Bhandarpur. The programme 

began with a rally to a nearby wetland of 

Tikratola. The rally proceeded through a village 

and the students were asked to voice slogans 

pertaining to the theme. Under the guidance of 

resource persons, the students explored the 

wetland for insects, birds and plant life. After 

an hour at the spot they gathered back in 

school for a '’Water Cycle Game’. After the 

game, the students were led inside the class 

and a small experiment was conducted that 

depicted one of the very important functions of 

the wetlands such as the recharge of 

groundwater. A tray with mud holding grass, 

prepared a day before, was brought in and 

students were asked to imagine it as a small 

version of the wetland they just visited. Then 

they were asked to make two sections in the tray holding a metal plate in between 

representing non-porous material such as rock/non-permeable matter. Then one of the 

kids was asked to pour water in one section and another asked to make a depression on 

other side like a well. The wetland's function of soaking up of extra rainwater was 

refreshed. As the water content increased at one end, the well on the other end started 

to fill with water thus clearing the concept of groundwater recharge and the role of 

wetlands. The activity thus helped the kids in understanding the basic concepts of water 

cycle and ground water recharge while having fun at the same time.  

       

World Forestry Day (March 21st)  

World Forestry Day is celebrated annually on March 

21st. TCF-Bandhavgarh utilized this as a platform to 

create awareness among the local communities 

about the importance of forest conservation.  An 

awareness programme was organized in the 

Government Middle School, Tala, where knowledge 

about the importance of forests, threats faced by 

them and what we can do to conserve the forest 

were imparted to participants. The school teachers 

also shared their views on forest conservation with 

the school children.  
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TCF-Corbett organized a Livestock Immunization 

Programme on World Forestry Day at Gujjar 

khattas situated along the periphery of Corbett 

Tiger Reserve and Terai West Forest Division. 

Around 1800 cattle and buffaloes were vaccinated 

at Hathidangar, Tumaria khatta, Kumubgadar and 

Phanto. This programme was organized under the 

guidance of the Veterinary Doctor at the 

Government Veterinary Hospital, Ramnagar. 

   

KERC celebrated World Forestry Day in 

collaboration with the Kutch Forest Department. 

The Forest Department had arranged a cycle rally 

on the occasion and TCF donated 300 sparrow 

nests to the participants of the rally. The idea 

behind the rally was to make people aware about 

the importance of forests. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Water Day (March 22nd)  

 

Water is the most important factor in making life possible on earth and is the integral part 

of living organisms. However, over the years, rising populations, growing industrialization 

and expanding agriculture have increased the demand for water and humans in most parts 

of world face the problem of insufficient potable water. The problem is exacerbating due 

to the unwise use of water by humans and it necessitates raising efforts for the 

conservation of this valuable resource and creating awareness among people about the 

importance of water conservation. So every year, 22nd March is celebrated as the World 

Water Day to focus public attention on the critical water issues. 2013 is designated to be 

the International Year of Water Cooperation. 

 

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness 

programme in Tala Girls Hostel. The students were 

imparted knowledge about water resources, water 

crisis, impact of water scarcity and ways to 

conserve water. A movie on water conservation 

was screened for participants. TCF-Corbett 

celebrated the World Water Day on 22 March 2013 

at Government High School, Kunkhet. A slide show 
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presentation regarding water-borne diseases and water cooperation was presented. A 

Painting Competition with the theme on water conservation was organized for school 

children. Around 30 students participated in the programme.  

 

Community training in association with the Kutch Forest Department 

TCF–Kutch with collaboration and support of the 

Kutch Forest Department conducted a four-day 

training programme to make villagers aware about 

the current eco-friendly and sustainable 

techniques in the field of agriculture and livestock 

rearing. During the session, the villagers were 

taught how to live in harmony with the wildlife 

thriving in their vicinity. The training sessions for 

the farmers in context to the current problems in 

agriculture and techniques for livestock rearing 

were some of the topics covered during the training programme. The use of chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides has increased enormously. During the training, the negative 

effects of chemical pesticides and fertilizers were explained to the villagers, and 

importance of organic farming, bio-pesticides, etc. was also discussed. In the field of 

livestock rearing importance of vaccines, hygiene and ethics of livestock rearing were 

explained to the farmers. A special session for the Foot and Mouth disease was also 

conducted to educate people how to keep their animals safe from such disease. 

 

Nature Education Camps  

TCF-Kanha, in collaboration with the Kanha Tiger 

Reserve (KTR), organized a 3-day Nature 

Education Camp at Khatia Gate of KTR. The camp 

was held from 18th to 20th February for 40 students 

and six teachers from Middle Schools of Katangi, 

Tingipur, Bhandarpur and Bakiguda, High School of 

Samnapur and Higher Secondary School of Nikkum, 

situated around the buffer zone of the KTR. The 

Nature Education Camp comprised of various 

environment education activities for students such 

as interactive and illustrative presentations, 

games with environmental themes, nature trails 

and park safaris, along with drawing, quiz, and 

poster-making competitions. The students were 

also engaged in fun activities such as mud-toy 

making and role-plays. A 10-pointer pledge was 

designed in English and Hindi and the students 

were asked to get signatures from tourists 

entering the park at Khatia gate.  

 

KERC participated and provided subject inputs for 

a Nature Education Camp organised for school students by the Forest Department at 

Naliya. KERC wildlife team conducted two sessions in which importance of Kutch region in 
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context to its natural heritage was taught to the students with the help of interactive 

presentations and film screening. More than 1500 students participated in this camp. 

 

Such Nature Education Camps intend to create awareness among students about the 

importance of environment and wildlife while sensitizing them towards the need for 

conservation of wildlife. The inclusion of teachers in the camp aimed at achieving two 

important things, firstly, the interaction between students and teachers from different 

schools and expressing their view on wildlife conservation, and secondly, the teachers 

were made aware of the way to teach environment lessons in schools. The school syllabus 

comprises of lesson plans relating to environment and wildlife importance and 

conservation but the teachers lack the necessary training and background information 

while teaching these topics. Their participation in camp resulted in enhancing their 

knowledge while providing them with inputs about teaching the subject. The Nature 

Education Camps thus achieved a lot on the level of creating general understanding, and 

sensitization about wildlife issues among the future torch-bearers of wildlife conservation. 

The teachers expressed their gratitude and requested TCF to conduct such camps on 

regular basis throughout the year. TCF remains indebted to the forest department officials 

of Kanha Tiger Reserve and Kutch for their invaluable support and encouragement in 

making these Nature Camps a grand success. 

 

The Corbett Foundation published a booklet containing 
information on Corbett Tiger Reserve, the flora and fauna 
found in the park, types of ecosystems and problems that 
pose a threat to the tiger reserve and its inhabitants. The 
booklet published in Hindi is meant for free distribution 
among the schools situated around the Corbett 
Landscape. Easy-to-understand language, anecdotes, 
comic strips, crosswords, puzzles, painting activities and 
did-you-know sections are the highlights of this booklet. 
The booklet has become quite popular among the 
students and the teachers of several schools in the area. 
The book is edited by Dr. H. S. Bargali and Ms. Zaara 
Kidwai. 
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 CATTLE DEVELOPMENT AND BREED IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 

TCF, through its divisions in Kutch, 

Kanha and Bandhavgarh, promotes 

cattle welfare in villages with support 

from the Bombay Gowrakshak Trust, 

Mumbai. TCF has been implementing 

the Cattle Development and Breed 

Improvement Programme since April 

2011. The project has completed two 

years in March 2013. TCF has also set 

up mobile veterinary clinics at Kutch, 

Kanha and Bandhavgarh, where skilled Livestock Inspectors work at the grassroots level 

under the guidance of a Veterinary Surgeon to keep the cattle population healthy. The 

following activities were undertaken and performed during the year 2012-13.   

 

A. Veterinary care for livestock in Nakhatrana and Abdasa taluka - A total of 115 

villages are being provided with round-the-clock veterinary assistance in Nakhatrana 

and Abdasa talukas (tehsils) of the State of Gujarat. A total of 6,611 animals were 

treated for major ailments while about 34,537 animals were vaccinated against Foot-

and-Mouth Disease (FMD) and Hemorrhagic Septicemia (HS). 

B. Humane neutering of unwanted bulls and male calves - Male calves in the 

panjrapol of Tera, and the gaushalas of Jakhau and Pingleshwar were neutered 

(castrated). Awareness programmes were conducted in 115 villages of Kutch to 

inform the villagers about the importance of neutering and population control, with 

special emphasis on the need to do so. Albeit reluctant at first, the sarpanch of all 

these villages in Nakhatrana and Abdasa taluka are now in favour this programme. 

C. FMD Control Programme - A Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) control programme has 

been initiated in 115 villages in Kutch. In total, about 640 formal and informal 

meetings have taken place during this financial year. A total of 34,537 cattle have 

been vaccinated successfully against FMD. TCF is also collaborating with the State 

Animal Husbandry Department in FMD control measures. The incidence of FMD has 

been reported to be very low in the villages that had benefitted from this project 

during the last season. 

D. Gaushala Programme – A total of six Gaushalas in Pingleshwar, Mandvi, Narayan 

Sarovar, Piyoni, Jadeswarmahadeo and Tera are visited regularly. A total of 1,430 

animals have been treated, de-wormed and about 2,200 cattle were vaccinated 

against the FMD. 

E. Continuation of education and awareness programmes in villages - Awareness 

programmes involving cattle handlers; milk producers and service providers in all the 

115 villages under our programme are being routinely conducted. Formal and 

informal meetings have been organized. FMD, pseudocowpox, clean milk production, 

zoonoses, rabies and artificial insemination were the main topics of discussion. 

Leaflets and pamphlets have been distributed in 115 villages of Kutch, providing 

information and details about immunization, de-worming and basic veterinary care. 

F. Cattle Care Programme in Kanha and Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserves in Madhya 

Pradesh and Corbett Tiger Reserve in Uttarakhand - Village veterinary camps have 
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been organized in 35 villages in the buffer zone of the Kanha Tiger Reserve. TCF 

conducted FMD immunization programme in 30 villages thus successfully vaccinating 

a total of 2,250 cattle in collaboration with the Animal Husbandry Department of the 

Government of Madhya Pradesh. The Kanha Tiger Reserve formally invited TCF to 

join hands in organizing Cattle Immunization Programme against FMD, Haemorrhagic 

Septicemia (HS) and Black Quarter (BQ) in 94 villages around the tiger reserve. TCF 

has successfully completed this programme in four months – an accomplishment that 

was appreciated by Kanha Tiger Reserve authorities as well as the Members of the 

Madhya Pradesh State Wildlife Board. A total of 19,493 cattle were immunized 

against FMD, HS and BQ using TRIOVAC vaccine. Similarly veterinary camps were 

organized in 36 villages around the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR), benefitting 

nearly 860 cattle. A formal proposal for immunizing cattle against FMD around 

Bandhavgarh has been submitted to the authorities.  

G. Literature for training of livestock handlers - In Kanha and Bandhavgarh tiger 

reserves, literature on cattle immunization and de-worming has been produced and 

distributed. The compilation work is under progress for literature regarding 

awareness and information about artificial insemination. This literature would first 

be compiled in English, and later translated to Hindi. 

H. Work for Camels 
KERC joined hands with the State Animal Husbandry Department of Gujarat and 

other local NGOs in combating the problem of surra in Camels. Nomads and local 

camel herders gathered their camels near Piyoni Mahadeo Mandir (nearly 1,200 of 

them) and got their camels injected with prophylactic shots of anti-surra injections. 

Camels were also treated for manges. The camel owners were suitably advised to 

take care of their herd. Surra is a very common disease of camels and it has many 

different names in the areas of the world where it occurs. The disease is caused by 

very small parasites, called trypanosomes, which live in the blood of the animal. The 

disease is spread by flies, e.g. horse flies, which bite the camel and carry the 

parasites from one animal to another. As surra is spread by biting flies, camel owners 

need to know where and when these flies occur to take precautions against them. 

Mange in camels is also a very infectious disease. Camels are infected by coming in 

close contact with other infected animals, from mites on saddles and other 

equipment, and by rolling in dust where infected animals have been. Humans can 

also get infected. The mange mite burrows into the skin and causes loss of hair and 

the skin becomes thick and white. Infection often starts on the head or neck, but if 

not quickly treated it will spread over the entire body in 2 to 3 weeks. Infected 

animals scratch against any solid object and do not eat well. Weight loss occurs; milk 

production drops and animals can die.  
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In the year 2012-13, a total of 50,186 patients were treated 

by TCF from approximately 200-odd villages that TCF reaches 

out to through RMOP camps and OPDs, demonstrating the 

crying need for medical facilities in the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

Men  
16614, 33% 

Women  
21401, 43% 

Children   
12171, 24% 

RURAL MEDICAL 

OUTREACH 

PROGRAMME 

To establish a relationship of mutual trust 

between the organization and the people 

living in and around the tiger reserves, TCF 

launched the Rural Medical Outreach 

Programme (RMOP) in 1995. It was felt that 

if the local communities were to be won over 

to the cause of conservation, some reciprocal 

benefits would have to be provided to them. 

TCF believes that healthy individuals alone 

can contribute to a healthy environment. With 

this aim, TCF operates the RMOP across all 

its divisions in Corbett, Kanha and 

Bandhavgarh tiger reserves and in Kutch. 

The RMOP includes six OPD clinics, five 

Mobile Medical Units and Health Awareness 

Programmes.  

 

Figure 3: Total number of men, women and children examined by TCF in 2012-13 
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Division-wise break-up of patients (men, women and children) 

Division Men Women Children  

(below 12 years) 

Corbett 8346 7551 3252 

Kutch 4520 9081 6199 

Bandhavgarh 2507 3392 2073 

Kanha 1241 1377 647 

 16614 21401 12171 
 

HEALTH AWARENESS PROGRAMMES 

TCF regularly conducts programmes for people of villages that are covered under OPD and 

Mobile Medical Units. Most of these villages are situated in and around the Corbett, Kanha, 

Bandhavgarh tiger reserves and Kutch. Causes of commonly occurring diseases, their 

symptoms, prophylactic measures, home remedies, etc. are discussed and taught to the 

locals in order to better their overall health. TCF organizes these vital healthcare 

awareness programmes for the benefit of the local villagers on occasions such as ‘World 

AIDS Day’, ‘World TB Day’, ‘No-Tobacco Day’, etc. Information on public health and 

hygiene is shared with the villagers to enable them to lead a healthy lifestyle. Topics such 

as cancer, AIDS, malaria, ill-effects of tobacco and alcohol consumption are discussed in 

detail. TCF also distributes First-Aid kits to the Forest Department check-posts situated in 

the tiger reserves as many of these check-posts are in remote forest areas and it is 

difficult for the forest department staff to access basic medical treatment facilities. 

World Tuberculosis Day – March 24th  

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness programme to spread awareness among local 

communities about Tuberculosis and how the impact of the disease can be reduced. The 

programme was organized in the Pataur village located inside the buffer zone of 

Corbett 
19149, 38% 

Bandhavgarh, 
7972, 16% 

Kanha 
3265, 6% 

Kutch 
19800, 40% 

Division-wise patients treated 

Corbett 

Bandhavgarh 

Kanha 

Kutch 

Figure 4: Division-wise break-up of patients examined by TCF in 2012-13 

 

Table 3: Division-wise break-up of patients (men, women and children) examined by TCF in 2012-13 
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Bandhavgarh TR. About 250 villagers attended the programme. Dr. Gyanrendra Prajapati 

explained about the disease, its symptomatic diagnosis and treatment.  

 

Nasha Unmulan campaign 
TCF-Corbett launched a campaign for ‘Nasha 

Unmulan’ starting from April 2012. This campaign 

deals with spreading awareness amongst people to 

avoid tobacco products and liquor. Along with this, 

the medical division also released a poster for 

distribution in villages and schools to illustrate their 

message. So far, the campaign has been carried out in 

the schools and villages around Corbett, and the 

posters have been distributed to them. The poster 

was also distributed at the Dhangari Gate of Corbett 

National Park and the forest department staff was 

addressed regarding intoxication and its harmful 

effects. 

 
 

 
 
Anti Malaria Campaign  

 

The 25th of April is known as the World 

Malaria Day. Malaria is one of the major 

public health problems of the country. 

Around 1.5 million confirmed cases are 

reported annually by the National Vector 

Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP), 

of which 40–50% are caused due to 

Plasmodium falciparum. Malaria is curable if 

effective treatment is started early. Delay 

in treatment may lead to serious 

consequences including death. Prompt and 

effective treatment is also important for 

controlling the transmission of malaria. In the past, chloroquine was effective for treating 

nearly all cases of malaria. In recent studies, chloroquine-resistant P. falciparum malaria 

has been observed with increasing frequency across the country. The continued treatment 

of such cases with chloroquine is probably one of the factors responsible for increased 

proportion of P. falciparum relative to P. vivax. On this occasion TCF-Kanha organised a 

health awareness camp at Jhagrahtola & Janpur villages under its Anti Malaria Campaign 

that was launched in 2011-12. The programme was conducted by Dr. Pradeep Gautam and 

focused on the preventive care in case of malaria and how the villagers could control 

malaria in their respective villages. There were total of 60 villagers present during the 

camp. TCF-Kanha has published an illustrative story book and a poster on Malaria and its 

symptoms, prevention and cure in 2011-2012. 
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Anti Tobacco Campaign  
TCF-Bandhavgarh conducted a health 
awareness program at the Mahavan on ‘No 
Tobacco Day’. The awareness programme 
focused on imparting knowledge about the 
harmful effects of smoking and tobacco 
consumption and appealed to the villagers 
to quit the consumption of tobacco. Dr. 
Gyanendra Prajapati had an interactive 
session with the villagers through a PPT 
presentation and discussed about the ill 
effects of direct and indirect smoking, how 
it spreads in young generation and how any 
form of tobacco consumption is harmful to 

human body causing diseases like cancer, high Blood Pressure, impotency, etc.   
 
TCF-Kanha organised health awareness 
programmes at Bakiguda & Nikkum villages 
on the occasion of the World No Tobacco 
Day. Mrs. Indira Meravi, President of the 
Jila Parishd, Birsa was also present for the 
programme. A total of 45 villagers attended 
the programme at village Bakiguda and 75 
villagers were present at Nikkum.  
 
 

 

World Rabies Day – September 28th  

The RMOP and veterinary teams at TCF-

Kutch joined hands to raise awareness 

about rabies on the World Rabies Day, 28th 

September 2012. Rabies awareness 

literature was prepared in the local 

language and distributed in villages and 

schools. Informal meetings were organized 

in villages. The mission was to raise 

awareness about the impact of human and 

animal rabies, how easy it is to prevent it, 

and how to eliminate the main global sources. Even though the major impact of rabies 

occurs in regions of the world where many needs are present, rabies should no longer be 

neglected. The tools and technology for human rabies prevention and dog rabies 

elimination are available. Rabies in humans is 100% preventable through prompt 

appropriate medical care. Yet, more than 55,000 people, mostly in Africa and Asia, die 

from rabies every year - a rate of one person every ten minutes. The most important 

global source of rabies in humans is from uncontrolled rabies in dogs. Children are often at 

greatest risk from rabies. They are more likely to be bitten by dogs, and are also more 

likely to be severely exposed through multiple bites in high-risk sites on the body. Severe 

exposures make it more difficult to prevent rabies unless access to good medical care is 

immediately available. This major source of rabies in humans can be eliminated through 
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ensuring adequate animal vaccination and control, educating those at risk, and enhancing 

access of those bitten to appropriate medical care.  

 

 World Arthritis Day – October 12th  

TCF- Kutch celebrated World Arthritis Day 

by organizing a full day session with the 

inmates of Jeevan Sandhya Vridhashram. 

Jeevan Sandhya Vridhashram, 40 kms from 

TCF- Kutch's Aral unit, is located in Roha 

village of Nakhatrana taluka in Kutch. It is a 

home for 38 aged people. The inmates at 

the Jeevan Sandhya Vridhashram interacted 

with Dr. Nayani and emotionally shared 

their experience with arthritis. 

Modifications in postures, both sleeping and 

sitting were accordingly advised and other 

medications were given. Raptness on the people was obvious when our team discussed 

various aspects of arthritis. The deliberations ranged from food to lifestyle in relation to 

arthritis.  

International Handwashing Day – October 15th  

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness programme in Middle School, Patuar, to 

celebrate the International Handwashing Day. The students were told about personal 

hygiene and importance of proper hand wash and it can help in preventing many diseases. 

TCF has also done a demonstration of how to wash hands properly. At the end of the 

programme, TCF donated a reputed hand wash to the school so that students could wash 

hands properly before taking food and after using toilet. 
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World AIDS Day – December 1st  

December 1st is known as the World AIDS Day. 

TCF-Kanha decided to observe this with a 3-

day public health awareness programme. 

Booklets related to AIDS & Sexually 

Transmitted Diseases (STDs) which are 

developed by the State Government, were 

distributed on this occasion among the 

community. As precautionary measures, TCF 

also decided to distribute free condoms and 

contraceptives to the public during village 

level AIDS awareness programmes. TCF 

conducted AIDS awareness programme at 

Higher Secondary School of Palehara for 

students of class 9th and above. There were 

approximately 300 students up to class 9th to 

12th are present during AIDS awareness 

programme with their teachers. The principal 

of the school also briefed the students about 

AIDS and appreciated TCF’s initiative in 

organising such awareness programmes. TCF-

Kanha also conducted an awareness programme in the village of Bhadgaon based on AIDS. 

A movie show was organized on this occasion. The movie was based on a person who gets 

infected by HIV. The villagers were briefed about AIDS and TCF staff distributed condoms 

and women contraceptives among the villagers. 

TCF-Bandhavgarh medical unit conducted an 

AIDS awareness programme to observe the 

World AIDS Day at Government Girls Higher 

Secondary School Manpur for about 400 

students with their teachers.  In the 

programme, Dr. Gyanendra briefly talked 

about signs and symptoms, etymology and 

prevention of AIDS. TCF-Corbett, with the 

cooperation of Government High School, 

Gaujani, celebrated the World AIDS Day in 

the school campus. Around 550 students 

along with 25 teachers from Gaujani, 20 students from other schools and 35 villagers 

attended the awareness program that consisted of a guest lecture by Dr. K. K. Yadav along 

with poem recitation and informative lectures by the student themselves. The students 

learned facts about AIDS. Later, TCF team was asked to judge a poster competition 

organized by the school on the same theme. The kids prepared a number of boards and 

drawing all around the school to promote the awareness for AIDS and participated actively 

throughout the programme.  

 

  



The Corbett Foundation – Annual Report 2012-2013 Page 44 

 

World Cancer Day – February 4th 

 On the occasion of World Cancer Day, 

TCF-Bandhavgarh organized an awareness 

programme in Mala and Sarmaniya 

villages. Over 120 people attended the 

programme. The programme aimed to 

create awareness among local 

communities about cancer. We have also 

talked about various types of cancer and 

their signs and symptoms. The 

participants were informed about the 

causes of cancer and how making change 

in our life style we can decrease the 

probability of occurrence of the disease. 

TCF Kanha observed World Cancer Day by conducting an awareness programme in Balgaon 

village, which is a Baiga village. Both alcohol and tobacco consumption in this village is 

very high and it is a well-known fact that overuse of these products is carcinogenic. During 

the programme, causes of the disease with signs, symptoms and treatment were discussed 

with emphasis on mouth cancer and breast cancer. 
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SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS 
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SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS PROGRAMME  

Tribal Museum in Kanha 

 

The Tribal Museum established by TCF is one-

of-its-kind initiative in Kanha region. Since 

ages, Kanha – the land of the tiger, has been 

inhabited by Baiga and Gond tribes. The life 

and the culture of these tribes are closely 

linked to the forests and the wildlife. With 

growing population, the pressure on the 

natural resources is increasing day by day. It is 

no longer viable for these tribes to exploit the 

natural resources as they did 100 years ago. 

Facilities like basic education, health and livelihood are still at a nascent stage in this 

area. Their fight for survival, against all odds, is quite grim and at times creates a rift 

between them and the wildlife they have been co-sharing the habitat with. Immediate 

interventions to promote sustainable livelihood alternatives are needed to protect their 

identity and culture.  

 

The TRIBAL MUSEUM is one of the initiatives pioneered in the area by TCF. The Tribal 

Museum was inaugurated on 14th March by Shri. Dilip Khatau, Chairman of TCF in the 

presence of Mrs. Rina Khatau, Co-Chair of TCF at village Baherakhar in the buffer zone of 

Kanha Tiger Reserve. The construction of the museum was supported by Mr. Sharad 

Sanghi, a Trustee of TCF, in the memory of late Shri. Sohanlal Sanghi.  

 

The Tribal Museum features articles made by 

the Baiga and Gond tribes. The museum 

intends to conserve the tribal way of life, 

their culture and art. The visitors to the 

museum would know several interesting facets 

of the tribal lifestyle that are depicted 

through illustrative information panels, 

photographs and accessories used in their day-

to-day life such as pots, utensils, clothes, or 

simple equipments for grinding wheat and 

other lentils and articles they make out of 

bamboo. The museum also incorporates 

facilities wherein visitors can have an insight 

into the tribal life, see the artists at work and 

also spend quite peaceful night in the tribal 

hut. The museum is constructed entirely in 

mud and using all local material, and runs 

entirely on solar energy. In addition to the 

above attractions, Baiga tribal dances and 

tasting the ‘tribal’ cuisine is something that 

the tourists can look forward to on their visit to the Tribal Museum.  
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The Corbett Foundation thanks the Axis Bank 

Foundation for provided a valuable platform for 

the sale of products made by Self Help Groups 

facilitated under Pukaar by offering space 

within its Corporate Office in Mumbai. Special 

thanks to the employees of Axis Bank for their 

overwhelming response to the SHG products! 

Pukaar – The Livelihoods Programme 

July 2012 witnessed the beginning of Pukaar – Vocational 

Training Programme, which is an initiative of The Corbett 

Foundation and the Axis Bank Foundation. This project, 

supported by the Axis Bank Foundation, aims to create 

employment opportunities for the tribal and other forest-

dependent communities from around the tiger reserves of 

Corbett, Kanha and Bandhavgarh, thereby providing them 

with a sustainable means of livelihood, by imparting basic 

and advanced training courses in skills and trades such as 

Basic Hospitality, Computer Operations, Soft-Toy Making, 

Incense stick making, Candle making, Sewing/Tailoring, 

Nursing Skills, Tribal Handicrafts, Lantana and Bamboo 

articles, Mobile and Computer repairing, Certificate courses in Advanced Hospitality 

Management and Naturalist/Nature Guide training. TCF offers training and assists the 

trainees in job placements. Between July 2012 to March 2013, around 540 people have 

received training under Pukaar and over 67% of them have started earning by way of jobs, 

self-employment and formations of Self Help Groups.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Figure 5: Total number of 

beneficiaries trained under 

PUKAAR Livelihood Programme 

between July 2012 to March 2013. 
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Pukaar livelihood trainings in progress… 

 

  

Sewing / Tailoring Training in Corbett Tribal Handicrafts / Bamboo Art Training in Kanha 

Incense Stick Making Training in Bandhavgarh Candle Making Training in Bandhavgarh 

Mobile Repairing Training in Kanha Incense Sticks made by SHGs packed for sale. 

Tribal Handicraft Stall organised at Kanha by  

Mukki Eco-Vikas Self Help Group of Baiga tribes 

Gond Art taught during Pukaar Programme 
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SOURCES AND USAGE OF FUNDS 

The Corbett Foundation supports its wide range of activities in Corbett, Bandhavgarh and Kanha 

tiger reserves, and around the Greater Rann of Kutch through the interest earned on its corpus 

fund. In addition, it receives donations and project grants from individual as well as corporate 

donors who share TCF’s vision and objectives.  

In 2012-2013, TCF had over Rs. 2.3 crores to be spent on its programmes at all its locations. TCF 

ensured that its funds were judiciously spent towards its programmes – Awareness (5%), Rural 

Medical Outreach (25%), Wildlife Conservation (21%) and Social Welfare, Cattle Care and 

Sustainable Development (11%). Around 23% was spent on administrative and other miscellaneous 

expenses and 12% was taken towards depreciation. TCF carried over INR 1.5 lakh to the Balance 

Sheet of 2013-2014. 

Responsibility Statement by the Management: The Corbett Foundation confirms that… 

1. The Annual Accounts, have been prepared on the basis of the Accounting policies adopted by the 

organisation in compliance to the existing Accounting Standards wherever necessary. 

2. Sufficient care has been taken for the maintenance of Accounts as per the applicable legal 

statutes of India. 

3. The Statutory Auditors have performed their task in an independent manner and the 

management letter submitted by the Statutory Auditors has been considered by the management. 

4. During day to day operations of the organisation, ethical accountability, value of money and 

environmental concerns have been given highest priority. No part of the income during the previous 

year has been applied and used directly for the benefit of: 

a. The author or founder of the organisation. 

b. Any person who has made a substantial contribution to the organisation 

c. Any relative of the Member of the Governing Board. 

d. Any concerns in which the above mentioned category of persons have substantial interest. 

(As required under Sec. 13(3) of Income Tax Act, 1961) 

5. None of the members of the Governing Board has been given any honorarium and none of them 

occupies a place of profit in the organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5% 

24% 

19% 

10% 

7% 

23% 

12% 

Programme-wise Expenditure in 2012-2013 

Awareness 

RMOP 

Wildlife 

Social Welfare 

Pukaar 

Admin & other exp 

Depreciation 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 2012-2013 
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    BALANCE SHEET 2012-2013 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 2012-2013 
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    FIXED ASSETS 2012-2013 
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STAFF REMUNERATION DETAILS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DETAILS OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BY STAFF/ VOLUNTEERS /AND BOARD MEMBERS AT 
THE EXPENSE OF THE ORGANIZATION IN 2012-2013 

Name & 
Designation of Staff 
/ Volunteer /Board 
Member 

Designation Purpose of Travel 

  

Cost Incurred 
(Rs.) 

 

Sponsored (Rs.) 

 

N.A N.A. N.A. Nil N.A. 

 Declaration: None of the Staff, Volunteers and/or Members of the Board of Trustees of 
The Corbett Foundation travelled out of India at the expense of The Corbett Foundation. 

DETAILS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS (TRUSTEES) IN 2012-2013 

S.No. Trustees Position in the Board Relationship 

1 Mr. Dilip D. Khatau Chairman  

2 Mrs. Rina Dilip Khatau Co-Chair Wife of Mr. Dilip D. Khatau 

3 Mr. B. K. Goswami Trustee N.A. 

4 Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh Trustee N.A. 

5 Mr. Nirmal Ghosh Trustee N.A. 

6 Mr. Sam Mistry Trustee N.A. 

7 Mr. Sharad Sanghi Trustee N.A. 

8 Mr. Akshobh Singh Trustee N.A. 

9 Mr. Darius Udwadia Trustee N.A. 

10 Mr. Laxmikumar Goculdas Trustee N.A. 

11 Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda Trustee N.A. 

12 Mr. P. R. Rajkotia Trustee N.A. 
 

 

Slab of gross monthly  

salary (in Rs.) plus  

benefits paid to staff 

Male Staff Female Staff 

 

Total Staff 

 

< 2500 
 0 1 1 

< 7000 
 33 3 36 

< 15000 
 11 1 12 

< 30000 
 8 2 10 

< 50000 
 4 0 4 

>/ 50000 
 3 0 3 
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PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION 

First and foremost, The Corbett Foundation would like to express its deepest gratitude to the 

Conservation Corporation of India Pvt. Ltd. (CCIPL) for its generous and valuable contribution 

towards the corpus fund that enables the Foundation to take up programmes and fulfill its 

objectives. The Corbett Foundation would also like to thank Infinity Resorts in Corbett, Kutch, 

Bandhavgarh and Kanha for providing the infrastructural support. The Corbett Foundation is 

grateful to the help and support extended by the employees of CCIPL and Infinity Resorts from 

time to time. 

We cannot thank enough all the ‘Friends of TCF’ and institutional donors, who have over the 

years extended their whole-hearted support to TCF. We also wish to place on record our 

fruitful collaborations with national and international organisations and forest departments 

whom we work with in the States of Uttarakhand, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. The following 

donors and well wishers extended and continued their valuable support to The Corbett 

Foundation in 2012-2013. 

S.No. Donor INR Funds Foreign Funds Purpose of Donation 

 Corpus    
1 HDFC Ltd. 5,00,000  Corpus 
 Donations (above INR 10,000)    

2 Mr. Daryl Arakaki 10,000  Wildlife Awareness 
3 V. V. Mariwala & Smt. K. V. 

Mariwala Charitable Trust 
200,000  RMOP work in Kutch 

4 World Memorial Fund 14,000  TB Eradication 
Programme in Corbett 

5 Axis Bank Foundation 20,12,760  Pukaar Livelihood 
Programme 

6 WWF India 8,06,156  Interim Relief Scheme 
7 Rare Species Fund, USA 1,31,919 USD 2,400 Solar Lantern Project 
8 Rare Species Fund, USA 1,27,708 USD 2,400 Solar Lantern Project 
9 Rutgers University, USA 81,990 USD 1,500 Wildlife Research 

10 Mr. Dinesh Kumble 43,000  Wildlife Research 
11 Mr. Viresh Patel 27,000  General 
12 Mr. Vitrag Shah 12,000  General 
13 Mr. Nitinbhai Vyas 16,500  General 
14 Other donations (less than INR 

10,000) 
7,62,862  General 

 TOTAL donations other than 
Corpus 

42,45,895   

 

In addition to the above, The Corbett Foundation takes this opportunity to thank the 

following donors and partners for believing the Foundation’s programmes since 1994: 

WWF-India | Bombay Gow Rakshak Trust | Paul Hamlyn Foundation | Millichope Foundation | Forever Tigers | Aligarh 

Muslim University | Bombay Gow Rakshak Mandali | Varun Shipping Co. Ltd. | Dharamsi Morarji Chemicals Ltd. | 

International Tiger Coalition | Indian Air Force | NABARD | BAIF | E-Pac International | Sanctuary Asia | David Shephard 

Wildlife Foundation | Fredhim Foundation | National Fish and Wildlife Foundation | Shri Sohanlal Sanghi Charitable Trust | 

Tarun Shipping and Industries Ltd. | Oberoi Hotels Ltd. | Phoenix Distributors Pvt. Ltd. | The Ten Dollars Club | Pirojsha 

Godej Foundation | Virat Industries Ltd. | Bulwark Storage Co. | Wildlife Conservation Trust | Rare Species Fund | Axis 

Bank Foundation  
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LOOKING AHEAD 

The year 2012-2013 has been a busy one for The Corbett Foundation (TCF). It established the Tribal 

Museum in Kanha and expanded the scope of its programmes in all its locations. Our divisions in 

Corbett, Bandhavgarh, Kanha and Kutch underwent restructuring of staff, infrastructure and 

infusion of fresh ideas and interventions in the activities – our programmes grew stronger and the 

outreach increased manifold. 

It has been a very satisfactory journey for TCF in the last 19 years. From a modest beginning in 

1994, TCF has grown into an organisation of international repute with over 60-odd strong force of 

its dedicated employees working very hard to achieve its objectives. TCF touches and positively 

influences the lives of over 50,000 people in around 300–odd villages at its locations. TCF initiated 

the Livelihood Programme in 2012 and added yet another feather in its cap. TCF would like to 

further increase its scope by expanding the Livelihoods Programme to Kanha-Pench Corridor and 

Kaziranga Tiger Reserves from 2013-2014 onwards. Our team has planned meticulously for the next 

financial year and is all geared up to embark on its journey with more zeal and enthusiasm.  

We thank our donors who have supported our efforts in 2012-2013 and look forward to their 

continued support and appreciation in 2013-2014.  

TCF plans to collaborate with the central and state governments, national and international 

organisations on the issues concerning the welfare of wildlife, environment and people. We are 

looking forward to support from like-minded corporates that share TCF’s vision of a harmonious co-

existence between human beings and wildlife. 

We have always valued the feedback from our donors, supporters and well wishers about our 

programmes. Please do continue to be in touch with us through our Facebook page and blog. You 

can also send in your comments and suggestions at info@corbettfoundation.org.  

The CorbettFoundation  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT TOWARDS CONSERVATION 

 I would like to be a ‘Friend of TCF’ and support its conservation efforts. 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE OF BIRTH: _______________________________ PAN: ____________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEL.NO.: RESIDENCE  _________________ OFFICE ____________________ MOBILE: _________________ 

EMAIL: __________________________ 

I enclose my donation amount of INR ____________ vide my cheque/DD no.____________ dated ____________ 

in favour of The Corbett Foundation. I request The Corbett Foundation to accept my donation towards its 

corpus / conservation programmes. 

                                                                     ____________________________ 

DATE: ____________ PLACE: ______________                                                      SIGNATURE 

 

 
2011 

The Corbett Foundation is registered under the Delhi Public Trust Act and Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976. 

Donations to The Corbett Foundation are tax exempt u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

Indian and overseas donors can also donate online through the secured payment gateway of The Corbett 

Foundation’s website: www.corbettfoundation.org. 
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THE CORBETT FOUNDATION 

 
 

Administrative Office 
81-88, Atlanta Bldg, 8th floor, 
209 Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021 
T +91 22 6146 6417 / 6146 6400 
F +91 22 61466499 
 
Registered Office 
Village & P.O. Dhikuli, Ramnagar, 
Dist. Nainital, Uttarakhand 244715 
 
Corbett Office 
Village & P.O. Dhikuli, Ramnagar, 
Dist. Nainital, Uttarakhand 244715 
T +91 5947 284156 
 
Kutch Office 
Kutch Ecological Research Centre 
Khatau Makanji Bungalow, P.O. Tera, 
Taluka Abdasa, Dist. Kutch, Gujarat 370660 
T +91 2831 289305 
 
Bandhavgarh Office 
Village Bijheria, P.O. Tala, Bandhavgarh,  
Dist. Umaria, Madhya Pradesh 484661 
T +91 7627 265345 
 
Kanha Office 
Village Baherakhar, near Baihar,  
P.O. Nikkum, Dist. Balaghat,  
Madhya Pradesh 481116 
T +91 7636 290300 
 
Kaziranga Office 
Village Bochagaon, Kaziranga,  
Dist. Golaghat,  
Assam 785609 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

info@corbettfoundation.org 
www.corbettfoundation.org 

Connect with us on 

2011 

2014 

The Corbett Foundation is registered under the Delhi Public Trust Act and the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976 under registration No. 231650853. Donations to The 

Corbett Foundation are tax-exempt u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 


