SAVING THE GENTLE GIANTS
Habitat fragmentation and its degradation have altered human-wildlife interactions
all over the world. Linear structures like railways, highways and associated infrastructure along with them have created discrete pockets of wild populations in India. In
northeast India too, with an increase in human populations, competition for resources
between humans and animals has increased. This manifests in the raiding of crops
and the damaging of houses and grain stores by Asian Elephant Elephas maximus. In
turn, people retaliate, and there is a need to guard their properties which results in the

disruption of their normal daily activities. A large proportion of conflict
between humans and elephants takes place in agricultural farms in the
form of crop-raiding. While the Central Government makes an effort to
minimise loss of elephant lives on railway tracks and highways through
suitable interventions, the forest department focuses on monitoring, surveillance, protection and corridors functionality. The Corbett Foundation (TCF)
collaborates with the Forest Department and the local villagers in Kaziranga

Tongi And Torch

to help them adopt elephant-friendly tools for human-elephant conflict
mitigation. Electrocution and lethal injuries have jointly killed over 100 elephants in the past 10 years in Assam, and this loss could certainly be avoided. Legal enforcement of existing laws for welfare and protection of elephants and their habitat and adequate compensation for genuine losses
arising due to the conflict should go hand in hand. An interdisciplinary
approach will be helpful.

Train Hits

Lookout points (tongi in Assamese) have been a mainstay of crop-guarding in Assam. The Corbett Foundation (TCF) under its Human-Elephant
Project (HelP) has made changes in traditional tools. Tongis have been
enlarged to accommodate five-six family representatives and equipped
with a powerful rechargeable torchlight. Farmers in the project agree to
give up sharp tools and adopt an elephant-friendly model proposed by
TCF. Tongis are strategically placed to each other so that the efforts from
all the tongi units could be pooled together to guard crops. Farmers
observe less crop damage. Chances of humans hurting elephants and
vice versa are less.

Solar-powered Fence

Poaching
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The Northeast Frontier Railway cuts through many elephant habitats and functional corridors. More than 50 elephants have died on
the tracks in this zone alone in the last 10 years. Installing Laser
Speed Radar Gun, counselling of train drivers and trackman and
fixing of buzzer with honeybee sound at level crossing gates have
helped reduce the incidents to some level. Clearance of vegetation at vulnerable joints, construction of underpasses, overpasses
and training pantry staff not to throw food outside may help
further reduce such mishaps.

Habitat Destruction

Community-managed solar-powered fences have proved to protect
standing crops. Such fences made jointly by TCF and Kaziranga National
Park in Rangaloo and Kuthori villages have helped farmers. The fence is
removed once the crop is harvested so that elephant's movement is not
affected. The community replaces bamboo posts supporting the wires as
soon as elephants break them. Regular upkeep of the fence and solar
panels is also taken care of by the community. Such fences cannot be
established at all the places as it can interfere with the movement of
elephants. Live wire fence from the village electricity supply is illegal, lethal
and must be avoided.

Corridor Connectivity
Elephants have been killed mainly for tusks and sometimes for
meat in some parts of Assam. A government report says 20
elephants were poached in the last 10 years till 2018. Strict
vigilance, enhanced surveillance and community-led intelligence network can help stop elephants being poached. The
Asian elephant is listed in Appendix I of CITES and Schedule I of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. Consumption, sale and export
of elephant's body parts are illegal.

Trapped in Trenches

Northeast India has been losing approximately half-a-million
hectares of tree cover every decade. Many prime elephant habitats have been rendered unsuitable. This has increased the conflict as elephants face human habitations more often now. The
human-elephant conflict has consumed nearly 750 human lives
and 250 elephants have perished in the last 10 years. Restoring the
degraded habitats with the help of the community can undo some
of the losses.

Electrocution

STOP

Lethal Injuries
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VOLTAGE

Tea estates in Assam span to a quarter of a million hectares and
consist of thousands of trenches for draining out the water from
tea gardens. These trenches sometimes turn into graveyards for
baby elephants. Even in non-tea garden areas, trenches are dug
to control movements of elephants. Such trenches also sometimes trap elephants as the edges become brittle and elephants
fall in them. The effectiveness of trenches that have killed over 40
elephants in the last decade is questionable.

Electrocution is the single largest killer of elephants in northeast
India. More than 90 elephants have got killed by electrocution in
the last 10 years in Assam alone. The illegal practice of using live
electrical wire for guarding rice fields in some villages and faulty
insulation in some electrical posts have proved lethal for
elephants. It is illegal and punishable to fence fields with live
electrical wire. Elephant-friendly tools should be used to protect
agricultural farms. A non-lethal solar-powered fence could be
used. Old powerlines should be checked for leakage.

Injuries apart from those due to train accidents and trenches have
killed around 15 elephants in the last decade. Sharp objects such as
barbed wire and iron spikes around various establishments as fence
materials cause injuries to elephants which sometimes becomes
septic and prove fatal. Elephants suffer in pain and die unnoticed,
and often such cases fail to get documented. Avoid using sharp
objects while chasing away elephants from rice fields. Use of sharp
tools like Shel, Bhota and Deeghal da is not safe. Remember, there is
no one to identify and treat injured elephants in the jungle.

Northeast India Office
Village Bochagaon, P.O.
Kaziranga, Dist. Golaghat,
Assam 785609

One-fourth of the known elephant corridors in India are in northeastern
states. Fragmentation of habitat has restricted elephants to some discrete
populations disrupting their transboundary distribution and movement.
Congestion and blocking of corridors within such discrete populations
would be detrimental for the genetic health of the elephant populations.
Out of the know corridors around Kaziranga National Park namely, Panbari,
Haldibari, Bagori, Harmati, Kanchanjuri, Hatidandi, Deosur, Chirang and
Amguri, the functionality of Harmoti, Amguri and Deosur is said to be
healthy. Other corridors need to be strengthened by a public-private
partnership. Animals have the first right to cross.
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This poster has been developed and produced by The Corbett Foundation to spread
awareness about the conservation and welfare of Asian Elephants. We are grateful to Hem
Chand Mahindra Foundation and International Elephant Foundation for supporting our
elephant conservation and co-existence work in Kaziranga National Park in Assam, India.

